
Hanukkah is a religious festival celebrated by Jewish people around the

world. It is in December and lasts for eight days. This festival is also known

as the Festival of Lights. 

One important tradition during Hanukkah is lighting the candles on a special

candle holder called a menorah. The Hanukkah menorah has nine branches,

with eight of them holding candles and one holding a "helper" candle.

Hanukkah begins at sundown. Families gather to light one candle on the

first day, two on the second day, and so on, until all eight candles are lit. This

is done to remember a miracle that happened long ago, when a small

amount of oil lasted for eight days in an ancient temple's menorah.

People enjoy delicious foods during Hanukkah. Two popular treats during

Hanukkah are sufganiyot and latkes. Sufganiyot are sweet jam doughnuts,

while latkes are crispy potato pancakes. 

Another fun tradition is playing with a dreidel, a spinning top with four sides,

each marked with a Hebrew letter. People play a game of chance with the

dreidel using gelt which are coins often made of chocolate! 

Some people also visit the synagogue during Hanukkah. A synagogue is a

place of worship and community for Jewish people. However, most

celebrations take place at home, with friends, family and other members of

the community.

HANUKKAH
CROSSWORD

Instructions: Read the text below to find the clues for the crossword on the
next page! 



2. The time that Hanukkah officially begins
4. The number of days the Hanukkah celebration lasts.
6. A place of worship and community for Jewish people.

Across

3. Pancakes made of potato and fried in oil.

7. Four-sided spinning top, a game played on Hanukkah.

1. Lights placed in the menorah.

5. A word for money and now symbolizes chocolate sweets in the
shape of coins.
6. Fried doughnuts filled with jam.
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